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Introduction
The PDF format is ideal for document and report distribution, and avoids the unpredictable formatting and pagination of printing an HTML page from your browser.
Which PDF tool to use?
There are many tools available to generate PDF files. Your selection should be based upon speed, cost, support, and licensing.
Adobe Acrobat
· $250 per licensed user

· Expensive for multi-user environments

· Expensive for distributed applications

· Has high end features for forms
· Ideal for up to 3 seats
Amyuni PDF Converter
· $800 developer license for single OS unlimited distribution

· Multi – OS licensing available for distributed applications

· Professional version adds password protection and web compression
· Ideal for multi-user environments (> 3)
· Ideal for distributed applications
· FLL or ActiveX control options
· FoxPro samples included

ActivePDF

· $975 per single server license
· Expensive
Automating Adobe Acrobat

Web-Connect provides two automation tools geared toward Adobe Acrobat:

wwPDF50 class

· Very slow

· Restrictive Licensing

· Few Output Options
wwDistiller class

· Slightly faster

· Same restrictive licensing

· Few Output Options
Listing 1 – Acrobat Distiller Automation 
Source Code Listing (Code Listing)

* Acrobat Distiller PDF

lcReportName="Acrobat Distiller Generated Report"

o = CREATEOBJECT("wwDistiller")

lcAcrobatPDFName = "Distiller.PDF"

o.cPrinterDriver="Apple Color LW 12/660 PS"

lSuccess = o.PrintReport("FUDG/PDFReport", ReportPath+lcAcrobatPDFName)

lcError=o.cErrorMsg

Release o

Automating Amyuni PDF Converter
Web-Connect provides one automation tool geared toward Amyuni. It uses the old-style FoxPro FLL:

wwPDFAmyuni class

· Fast

· Uses FLL

· Limited to one report at a time

· Few output options

Listing 2 – Amyuni FLL Automation 

Source Code Listing (Code Listing)

* Amyuni FLL PDF

lcReportName="Amyuni FLL Generated Report"

oPDF=CREATE("wwPDFAmyUni")

lcFllPDFName = "AmyuniFLL.PDF"

oPDF.cPrinterDriver="Amyuni PDF Converter"

lSuccess = oPDF.PrintReport("FUDG/PDFReport", ReportPath+lcFllPDFName)

lcError=oPDF.cErrorMsg

Release oPDF

Calling the Amyuni ActiveX Control

· Fast

· MANY output options and document control:

· Paper Size

· Orientation

· Compression

· Watermarks

· SendMAPIMail

· Append

· Merge

· Bookmarks

· Document Properties

· Page Mode

Listing 3 – Amyuni ActiveX Control 

Source Code Listing (Code Listing)

* Amyuni ActiveX PDF

lcReportName="Amyuni ActiveX Report"

Pdf=CreateObject("CDINTF.CDINTF")

lcPrinterName=("Ideate"+Server.cServerId)
* PDFDriverInit creates a phantom printer!
Pdf.PDFDriverInit(lcPrinterName)

lcActiveXPDFName = "ActiveX.PDF"

Pdf.DefaultFileName = ReportPath+lcActiveXPDFName

Pdf.FileNameOptions = 1+2
&& No prompt, use file name

Pdf.SetDefaultConfig

SET PRINTER TO NAME (lcPrinterName)

REPORT FORM FUDG/PDFReport NOEJECT NOCONSOLE TO PRINTER

Pdf.DriverEnd

Release PDF

Notes:
1. Object creation and driver initialization takes some time, so if you initialize it once on startup or first use and release it on shutdown, PDF generation is speeded up

2. To prevent printer name collisions when multiple COM servers are instanced, we append the unique server ID to the printer name – assuring a unique printer for each COM object

Conclusion

I feel that cost and licensing requirements make the Developer version of the Amyuni PDF Converter ideal for web applications that don’t require the advanced forms capabilities of the Adobe product. The advanced output control is simply icing on the cake.
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